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Ideas and Tips 
 
What can you do  
about it? 
 
Switch off your phone 
charger once the 
battery is replenished 
 
Wait until your phone 
battery is almost 
empty before re-
charging (this also 
helps prolong the 
battery life) 
 
Download new games 
and ringtones onto 
your remaining 
handset instead of 
buying a new one 
 
Dispose of old 
handsets at a mobile 
phone recycling point 
near you 
 
Hand your old phone 
onto someone who 
could use it 

What is being done? What can be done? 
 
By mobile phone producers  
In September 2006 mobile manufacturer Nokia has agreed to introduce a 
reminder on phones to unplug chargers after they have replenished phone 
batteries, eliminate the use of harmful material in phone reduction (including 
the hazardous Brominated Flame Retardants and PVC), increase phone 
recycling in mobile phone providers and better informing consumers about the 
environmental performance of certain phone designs. 
 
By consumers 
Consumers can drop their old mobile phones into recycling bins located in 
Body Shop stores, and selected mobile phone retailers. Consumers can also 
call Scope on 1800 815 768 to receive a free-post mobile phone satchel, so 
they can send old phones away to be recycled, either through being tested 
and repaired and distributed into developing countries, or broken down into 
useful component parts and reused in new handsets. Organisations can be 
provided with a collection box, free-post satchels, promotional posters or point 
of sale satchel dispensers to help collects customer’s old phones. 
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For more information… 
 
http://www.amta.org.au/aoi.asp?ID=Recycling for the official mobile phone 
recycling program of the Australian mobile phone industry 
 
http://www.mobilephonerecyclingvic.com.au/ for details on how to send away your 
old phone.  

Background  
 
Mobile phone consumption is a growing trend, 
especially among young Australians. Mobile 
phone users upgrade to new mobile handsets 
on average every 18 months, and the disposal 
of old handsets is not regulated, despite the 
fact mobile phones have many resource-rich 
component parts.   
 
Disposing of mobile phones into regular landfill 
sites is dangerous, as phones contain toxic 
metals including arsenic, antimony, beryllium, 
cadmium, copper, lead, nickel, and zinc. 
These materials do not degrade in the 
environment, and have been known to 
adversely affect health in landfill areas. 
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